
THE WAY INTO LIFE 
John 3:14-21 

ILLUSTRATION: 

1
Fort Hancock is on the farthest tip of Sandy Hook, which reaches out into the 

Atlantic on the New Jersey coast. During World War II it was a military training 

center. A civilian of the area was eager to bring the good news of Christ to the 

thousands of young men stationed there. The military authorities would not permit 

him to enter in person. Not to be denied, he asked a firm that specialized in 

novelties to make several thousand mirrors about three inches in diameter. On the 

back of each mirror he had printed the words of John 3:16. Beneath these words he 

had this direction, “If you want to see who it is that God loves, look on the other 

side.” As each soldier looked at himself he saw the person whom God loved. 

 

1. A GREAT NEED 

 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man 

be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal 

life. – John 3:14-15 

 

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven 

given among men, whereby we must be saved. – Acts 4:12 

 

2. A GREAT LOVE 

 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. – John 3:16 

 

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 

died for us. – Romans 5:8 

 

He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 

with him also freely give us all things? – Romans 8:32 

 

3. A GREAT SUFFERING 
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Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye 

know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught 

me, I speak these things. – John 8:28 

 

Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy 

Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 

purchased with his own blood. – Acts 20:28 

 

 4. A GREAT PURPOSE  

 

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world 

through him might be saved. – John 3:17 

 

In that day there shall be a fountain opened to the house of David and to the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. – Zechariah 13:1 

 

5. A GREAT PRIVILEGE 

 

That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God 

so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 

him should not perish, but have everlasting life. – John 3:15-16 

 

He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 

already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

– John 3:18 

 

6. A GREAT RESPONSIBILITY  

 

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved 

darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth 

evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved. 

But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, 

that they are wrought in God. – John 3:19-21 
 




